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A .  J A C K S O N ,  C H A I R M A N
SUPERINTENDENT WATER WORKS

G .  N .  ALEXA N D E R ,  S uperintendent

STREETS &  5 EWERS
J .W  VAN BROCKLIN, SUPERINTENDENT

BRIDGES, BUILDINGS & WHARVES

GEORGE F. MEACHAM
SECRETARYF.MEACHAM̂  . B O A R D  OF P U B L I C  W O R K S

. / s / V / / / s  / / s /./ / > / > / s / / / ' n /  D e c .Seattle, Washington Dec. 10,1894

To The Honorable

C ity  Council ,

S e a t t l e ,  Washington.

Gentlemen:-

R e fe r r in g  to a Communication from the Board o f  Aldermen, 

dated Nov. 30, 1894, regarding the repa ir  o f  A lber t  and Howell S tree ts  

from Eighth S treet  to  Mercer S t r e e t ,  the Board o f  Public  Works des ires  

to  say, that having obtained from the Corporation Counsel an opinion 

to  the e f f e c t  that the Ra i l road  Company operat ing  a s t ree t  car l in e  on 

those s t r e e t s ,  could be required to  make the necessary rep a i r s ,  a 

n o t i c e  was served by order o f  the Board, upon the S ea t t le  Consolidated 

S treet  Railway Company, to  put the s t r ee ts  in a good condit ion f o r  t ra v  

e l .  The rep ly  o f  the Consolidated Company to  the n o t i c e  i s  herewith 

submitted, a lso the opinion o f  the Corporation Counsel r e f e r r e d  to .

The Board r e s p e c t fu l l y  awaits such ins truc t ions  as the C ity  

Council may be pleased to make in the matter.

Yours very t ru ly ,

George F. Meacham Secretary ,
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Gentlemen:-

We beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the

4th inst., and in reply, would aay, tact there in nothing in our fran- 

chise, nor anything in the way of justice that would require us to

maintain a pavement throughout Albert and Howell Streets.

We think we are not required to pave out tracks or any streets, 

unless the street is paved by the city, the portion not covered 

by our track.

We realize, however, that it is an absolute necessity for the

traffic in that end of the town to have a paved road way over those 

streets. We therefore make you the following proposition:-

You furnish us necessary plans delivered on the street, and we will 

furnish all labor and other material, and keep the paving within our 

tracks in good repair. Or, we will do the work, furnishing all labor 

and material, provided the City will pay half the expense of same.

We think that this proposition should meet with your approval, 

as it seems to us to be eminently fair. Attached hereto, for your 

convenience, please find our favor referred to.
Yours truly,[?]

Encl.
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The City of SeattleLAW D E P A R T M E N T

Seattle, Washington Dec. 3rd, 1894.

To the Honorable Board of Public Works, 

C i t y  o f  S e a t t l e .  

Gentlemen,--

Answering the communication of the Secretary, of 

date December 1st, 1894, in relation to the duty of the street railway 

company to keep the street in repair on Howell and Albert Streets, I 

have to say, that the ordinance granting the franchise to the Seattle 

Electric Railway & Power Company provides that in the construction of 

the railway the company shall leave the streets in as good condition 

for travel as the same were before the construction of the road. It 

also provides that the railway company shall keep its road in good 

condition and repair. In my judgment this means that the space be- 

tween the tracks and the rails shall be kept in such a condition that 

the street can be used; and whatever improvements may be necess- 

ary to put the street in good condition for travel should be made by 

the railway company so that the streets may be in as good condition 

for use as they were before the construction of the road.

I would recommend that a notice be served upon the railway Com- 

pany to place the street in good condition for travel where it is out 

of repair before any action is taken by your honorable body towards
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repairing it.

If the company refuse to do so within a reasonable time, an 

application might be made to the court which appointed the receiver to 

order the receiver to make such repairs.

Yours truly. 

W i l l i a m  T .  S c o t t

Corporation Counsel.

RECEIVED.
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tHE CITY OF SEATTLE C L E R IC A L  DEPARTM ENT
SEATLE, WASHINGTON NOV. 30, 1894

Mr, G. N. Alexander,

Superintendent o f  S t r e e ts ,  

C ity  o f  S e a t t l e .

Dear S i r :

At a meeting o f  the Board o f  Aldermen, he ld  Nov. 26th, 1894, 

i t  was ordered that you be ins truc ted  to r ep a ir  A lbe r t  and Howell 

S t ree ts  from Eighth S treet  to  Mercer S t r e e t ,  as regards the planking 

o f  sa id  s t r e e ts ,  e i th e r  by having the present planking repa ired  or 

removed.

Yours r e s p e c t fu l l y ,R. F. StewartCity ClerkReferred to the Board of Public WorksG. N. Alexander


